
“The future of the site of the former Manston airport has understandably divided opinion. 

A lot has been said by those who would like to see aviation services start again. Less has 
been said about our vision for the site. 

Today we intend to start putting that right and dispel many of the myths that have sprung 
up over recent months.

Nothing, as yet, is set in stone but we believe our approach will achieve the kind of economic 
benefits, not least in terms of sustainable jobs, the airport was never able to bring.“

Trevor Cartner and Chris Musgrave

Who owns the former Manston airport site?

Commercial property developers Trevor Cartner and 
Chris Musgrave have an 80% stake in the site with the 
remaining 20% held by Ann Gloag, the previous owner.

What influence does the previous owner still have?

All decisions about the future redevelopment of the 
site rest with Trevor Cartner and Chris Musgrave. 
Ms Gloag continues to have a financial stake but this 
gives her no decision making power over their plans.

What is the track record of the owners?

Trevor Cartner and Chris Musgrave have made a 
success of commercial property sites across the 
UK and Europe. More importantly, in just 32 months 
neighbouring Discovery Park has grown to become 
one of the UK’s biggest science and technology 
parks with more than 2,000 jobs and 100 new 
companies. It started with just five.

They don’t care about the local community, do 
they? Aren’t they just in it to make a profit?

That isn’t true. The sheer size of the site will mean it 
will take up to 20 years to develop. 

So, in addition to their initial investment the owners 
will be looking to the future. Profit is part of any 
commercial property development, but that will only 
happen in the long term.

In time residents will be asked for their views on 
what they plan for the site. The only thing off the 
table is an airport. The sums do not stack up. It is 
no longer an option.

Why can’t the airport re-open?

Since it became a commercial airport in 1999 
all attempts to make flights viable at Manston 
have failed, even when run by companies with a 
good track record in the aviation industry. Losses 
amounted to more than £100million overall. 

Manston – Your  
questions answered

What is your vision for the site?

At 800 acres the site presents an opportunity to 
create a mixed use development, which will include 
an advanced manufacturing park.

This will cater for businesses which can’t be 
accommodated at Discovery Park. There will also be 
local shops, schools and housing. 

At its heart there will be a new sports facility to be 
called East Kent Sports Village for public use and 
with links to local schools, clubs and colleges. 

There will also be a film and entertainment zone 
to create space and facilities for TV and film 
production companies. 

The setting will be fully landscaped, incorporating 
ideas from world class architects making full use of the 
setting and spectacular views across to Pegwell Bay.

What benefits will it bring Thanet and the East 
Kent area?

Our plans will create around 4,000 jobs, far more than 
were lost as a result of the airport closing. We have 
the skills and resources to make the site a success. 

The uncertainty that has come with the site’s 
chequered history since 1999 will also disappear. 
When those jobs are added to those already created 
at Discovery Park, it shows how we are creating a 
catalyst for the kind of economic success not seen 
since the height of the Pfizer site. 

How will we preserve the heritage of the site?

We have already gifted the land occupied by the 
Spitfire Museum to the Spitfire Trust and are talking 
with the RAF Museum to ensure they are also able to 
remain on the site. 

We are committed to retaining and improving the 
two museums as part of our efforts to reflect the 
important part this former RAF airfield played in the 
nation’s aviation history.

When can we see more details on what is planned 
for the site?

A draft master plan for the site will be ready by early 
summer and once published will be followed by a 
period of public consultation so that everyone can 
have an opportunity to give us their views.

We are keen to hear from everyone, including 
the silent majority who often write or email to 
us anonymously giving us their support and 
encouragement. 

A huge amount of work has already been carried 
out by our consultants GVA researching the local 
economy and the availability, or otherwise, of 
competing sites. It means our plans can accurately 
reflect what is needed and be developed into 
something world-class.

The previous owner approached a number of 
the major airlines including British Airways and 
Ryanair and none were interested in operating 
from Manston.

A company called RiverOak say they could 
deliver a viable airport. You can’t both be right?

We have looked closely at what Riveroak have 
proposed and have concluded there is nothing 
that suggests they can offer anything different to 
previous owners.  They are not airport specialists, 
don’t own any other airports, haven’t worked in the 
UK before and are best known as a relatively small 
real estate (property) investment fund in the USA.

Thanet District Council commissioned a feasibility 
report from a company called Falcon Aviation, which 
concluded that no business plan with a credible 
investment plan of less than 20 years would restore 
confidence in Manston as an airport. The level of 
investment would have to be significant (100s of 
millions of pounds) with no guarantee of success.

From what we can gather RiverOak base their 
forecasts on non-existent deals with cargo and 
passenger operators and a growing side-line in 
breaking up old aircraft, which they call teardown.

There is also talk of Manston being used as an 
emergency airport for aircraft with technical 
difficulties to land at. We do not think this would 
be welcomed by the many thousands of residents 
of Ramsgate who live under the approach path 
from the east. In any event, such stricken aircraft 
prefer to land where their owners have major repair 
facilities such as Heathrow or Gatwick. 

Our plans are not based on junkyard economics but 
reality. In our view, what they propose would not do 
anything for East Kent’s ongoing regeneration.

Have your say at www.yourqa.co.uk


